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At the beginning of Chapter 14, St. 
Luke tells us that one Sabbath Jesus 
was invited to have dinner at the house 
of a prominent Pharisee and that there 
was a man there who had dropsy.  The 
whole thing looks a bit like a setup.  
Looking at the man and then turning 
to these authorities on the law, Jesus 
asks them if it’s legal to heal on the 
Sabbath.  Luke says that they were 
silent.  Jesus then healed the man and 
sent him on his way and we can gather 
that the lawyers and Pharisees all 
looked very offended and 
scandalised—even though they had to 
have known that this is what Jesus 
would do.  Jesus then asked them, 
“Which of you who, if your son or 
your ox fell into a well on the Sabbath 
wouldn’t immediately pull him out?”  
And despite the answer being 
obvious—of course they’d pull out 
him out!—they don’t know what to 
say.  They know whatever they might 
say will condemn them. 
 
So what’s going on here?  Remember 
that for the Jews of Jesus’ day and 
especially for the Pharisees, there were 
three main things that set them apart 
from everyone else in the world: 
circumcision, the Sabbath, and their 
diet.  Two of those things come into 
play here.  The Pharisees were zealous 
to keep the Sabbath holy and that 
meant absolutely no kind of work.  
They were also zealous about purity—
not just what they ate, but also who 
they ate with.  It was pointless to have 
clean food if someone who was 
unclean sat down at your table and 
rendered everything unclean.  Now, 
these markers weren’t bad.  
Circumcision, Sabbath, and diet—the 

whole law—were given by God as 
boundary markers for his people—
visible signs to set them apart from the 
world—so that they would know to 
whom they belonged, so that they 
would know their calling to be light to 
the nations, and so that they would 
maintain the holiness needed to fulfil 
that calling.  Israel was given a light, 
but instead of holding it high for the 
nations to see, she hid it under a 
basket.  Israel was like a lighthouse 
keeper who’s lit his light, but drawn 
the curtain…and then condemns the 
ship captains as they crash into the 
rocks. 
 
Back to Luke 14.  I suspect this man 
showing up during dinner was a setup 
meant to trap Jesus.  The man was 
most likely a beggar who showed up 
at the door for scraps.  Beggars did 
that all the time when rich people were 
having banquets.  But to see what 
Jesus will do, his host allows this man 
to actually slip into the banquet.  And 
instead of throwing him some scraps 
and sending him on his way, Jesus 
welcomes the man into the banquet 
and heals him.  And they’re shocked 
and appalled.  Jesus has ruined the 
banquet—everything’s unclean now.  
But he’s also—Gasp!—he’s done 
work on the Sabbath.  And from their 
skewed perspective, this reveals Jesus 
to be an enemy of the kingdom—a 
false messiah.  The Pharisees were 
trying to clean Israel up, to get people 
to be more holy, to push the unholy 
and the unclean to the outside, and 
here’s Jesus doing just the opposite. 
 
The Pharisees didn’t know what to 
say, but Jesus launches in to two 
parables.  The first addresses all the 
social posturing that went on at these 
banquets.  Everyone was invited for a 
reason and ultimately in order for the 
host to show off the status he had in 
the world and, hopefully, to elevate 
himself even higher.  The second 
parable is today’s Gospel reading and 
it begins at verses 12-14: 
 
He said also to the man who had 
invited him, “When you give a 
dinner or a banquet, do not invite 

your friends or your brothers or 
your relatives or rich neighbors, lest 
they also invite you in return and 
you be repaid.  But when you give a 
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay 
you.  For you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the just.” 
 
Jesus strikes at the Pharisees’ source 
of security.  The resurrection of the 
dead was one of the key doctrines of 
the Pharisees.  They knew that when 
the Messiah came, he would judge the 
wicked and resurrect the righteous.  
And, of course, they were the 
righteous who would be resurrected.  
And here Jesus tells them: “The 
resurrection you’re sure of—you’re 
going to miss it if you don’t change—
if you don’t repent.  You’re convinced 
the Lord will reward you for your 
righteousness, but until you start 
showing mercy and grace to the poor, 
to the unclean, and to the outsider—
until you start being the light in the 
darkness the Lord has called you to 
be—you will never understand true 
righteousness.  If you want to take part 
in the coming resurrection of the dead, 
you need to start bearing fruit that 
reflects grace.  You need to get your 
head around the fact that for all your 
righteousness and law-keeping, you 
too are sinners.  You won’t be saved 
because of your family or your 
intellect, your law-keeping or your 
spirituality.  Only those who can 
humbly acknowledge their sinfulness 
and who are ready to trust in God’s 
grace—and are humble and gracious 
enough to share it with sinners even 
worse than themselves—only they will 
be resurrected when the Lord comes. 
 
But Jesus’ fellow dinner guests still 
don’t get it.  One poor, clueless soul 
chimes in, cheerfully declaring: 
“Blessed is everyone who will eat 
bread in the kingdom of God!”  He 
doesn’t understand that Jesus is telling 
him that if he doesn’t repent of his 
self-righteousness, if he doesn’t 
humble himself before God, he won’t 
eat bread in the kingdom of God.  And 
so Jesus tells a second parable that’s 
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even more vivid and that strikes even 
harder at the Jews’ source of security.  
Look at verses 15-20: 
 
But he said to him, “A man once 
gave a great banquet and invited 
many.  And at the time for the 
banquet he sent his servant to say to 
those who had been invited, ‘Come, 
for everything is now ready.’  But 
they all alike began to make excuses.  
The first said to him, ‘I have bought 
a field, and I must go out and see it.  
Please have me excused.’  And 
another said, ‘I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I go to examine 
them. Please have me excused.’  And 
another said, ‘I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.’ 
 
Consider how important an event like 
this was in that culture.  This wasn’t 
just a matter of putting a roast in the 
oven and inviting friends to eat and 
play cards after dinner.  If they call at 
the last minute to say they can’t make 
it, you might be disappointed, but you 
can do it again next week.  A banquet 
like the one Jesus describes was a 
major social event.  The guest list was 
carefully made to everyone’s mutual 
social advantage.  To top it off, a big 
banquet was an expensive affair—you 
couldn’t just postpone it because your 
guests backed out at the last minute.  
And for that matter, as a guest to a 
banquet like this, backing out was a 
huge social snub.  For all their 
excuses, what these guests are really 
doing is orchestrating a rejection of 
their host—they’re trying to knock 
him from his perch at the top of the 
social hierarchy. 
 
What’s interesting is that the man 
hosting the banquet simply decides to 
throw all social propriety and the 
whole hierarchical system of their 
world out the window.  If the people 
of his own social class will have 
nothing to do with him, he’ll have 
nothing to do with them.  Look at how 
he responds: 
 
So the servant came and reported 
these things to his master. Then the 

master of the house became angry 
and said to his servant, ‘Go out 
quickly to the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in the poor and 
crippled and blind and lame.’  And 
the servant said, ‘Sir, what you 
commanded has been done, and still 
there is room.’  And the master said 
to the servant, ‘Go out to the 
highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house 
may be filled.  For I tell you, none of 
those men who were invited shall 
taste my banquet.’” (Luke 14:21-24) 
 
When the rich won’t come, he rounds 
up the poor.  Notice that his servant 
literally has to bring them or even 
compel them to come to the banquet.  
The poor and crippled and blind and 
lame knew that they didn’t belong.  
When they heard the invitation from 
the servant, they would have thought it 
was a joke.  Banquets were all about 
quid pro quo and tit for tat.  They had 
nothing to offer this rich man who 
invited them.  And so the rich man 
sends his servants out to round up 
these outsiders and to bring them to 
the banquet to enjoy his gracious 
hospitality.  In fact, the rich man 
rejects the whole system of patronage 
and debts and reciprocal favours—
none of those who rejected his 
invitation will ever sit at his table.  
Instead, he’s going to share his 
hospitality with the people who 
haven’t earned it and can never repay 
it. 
 
Luke doesn’t tell us how the Pharisees 
responded or if they even understood, 
but it’s hard to think that it didn’t sink 
in on some level.  Everyone in the 
Jewish word, and especially the 
Pharisees, were waiting for the Lord’s 
return.  The prophets had talked about 
that great day in terms of a great 
banquet and this banquet idea then 
became a common image of the 
coming Day of the Lord.  And now 
Jesus explains that he’s come to open 
the door to that great banquet.  This is 
what Israel has been waiting for all 
these years.  And yet Jesus rebukes 

them.  This isn’t the first time the Lord 
has extended his invitation.  For 
centuries he had called to his people 
through the prophets, but they had 
refused to hear the prophets and had 
even killed some of them.  And now 
Jesus has come and he’s travelled 
through Galilee and Judea, inviting 
everyone to the banquet, but like the 
people in the parable, they all have 
excuses. 
 
It’s worth noting the excuses given in 
the parable.  One man says that he’s 
bought five yoke of oxen sight-unseen 
and has to check them over.  Another 
has bought a field sight-unseen and 
needs to go have a look at it.  The 
third just got married and has 
obligations to his new bride.  The first 
two excuses peg these men as very 
wealthy.  Five yoke of oxen would 
only be needed to plough a very large 
tract of land.  A wealthy absentee 
landlord was the sort of person who 
would buy a field without first seeing 
it.  But all three of these excuses go 
back to the law given in Deuteronomy.  
A man who had built a new house, but 
hadn’t dedicated it yet, a man who had 
bought a field, but hadn’t enjoyed its 
produce, and a newly married man 
were all excused from going off to 
war.  And now these guests twist those 
laws as excuses to reject their host’s 
banquet.  But this is what Israel had 
done with the law: twisting it into 
something it was never meant to be.  
And it’s that twisting of the law that 
was particularly exemplified in the 
Pharisees.  Jesus didn’t meet their 
expectations of the Messiah.  His 
banquet included too many sinners, 
unclean people, and outsiders.  And so 
they rejected the invitation.  This 
parable is a warning to Israel.  Jesus is 
saying that if they continue to reject 
his invitation he will turn from them 
and take that invitation to the unclean 
and to the sick and to the poor—and 
even to the gentiles—and having 
rejected him, they will never taste of 
his goodness or of the salvation he’s 
brought to the world.  As in the 
parable of the vineyard, Israel has 
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repeatedly rejected the representatives 
of the vineyard owner.  Finally, he’s 
sent his own son to them.  This is their 
final chance.  If they reject him, too, 
the owner of the vineyard will return 
in wrath to take the vineyard away and 
to give it to those who will appreciate 
it and do his will. 
 
But the parable has another level of 
meaning.  Imagine Luke writing a 
generation later.  Even if greater Israel 
had rejected Jesus’ invitation, 
thousands of Jews had accepted it.  
The first Christians were all Jews, and 
then an amazing thing happened: the 
Good News went out to the hated 
Samaritans—and many of them 
accepted the invitation.  And then it 
went out to the Gentiles—and 
thousands of them accepted it too.  
And suddenly those first Jewish 
Christians were in a situation very 
much like the Pharisees had been.  
They were Jews.  They were the 
chosen.  They were the clean people.  
They were the righteous and holy 
people.  Even an apostle like Peter 
struggled to go and pray with a gentile 
convert.  It’s a reminder that even we 
who have received the grace of God, 
are still prone to forgetting that we 
come to his Table not because of our 
own merit, but only because of Jesus 
and only because of grace.  We need 
to remember that grace when we’re 
tempted to think that there are people 
who don’t belong here.  Brothers and 
sisters, none of us belongs here.  
We’re only here because God is 
gracious and sent his Son to die and 
rise from the dead for our sake. 
 
But this now takes us back to Jesus’ 
call in verses 12-14: “When you give a 
dinner…do not invite your 
friends…lest they also invite you in 
return and you be repaid.  But when 
you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, and you 
will be blessed, because they cannot 
repay you.  For you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the just.”  Dear 
friends, as you come to the Lord’s 
Table this morning, think on the fact 

that he has invited us here from the 
highways and hedges.  We didn’t 
belong here, but Jesus has washed us 
clean and grafted us into his family as 
adopted sons and daughters.  Because 
of him we do belong.  But having been 
invited, he now calls us to be hosts 
ourselves.  Lest we forget.  Lest we 
think that we’ve earned our place here 
at the Table.  Lest we ever think that 
others don’t belong, Jesus now calls us 
to go out to the highways and the 
hedges—to go to the places we may 
have forgotten where he once found 
us.  He calls us to look for the poor, 
the unclean, and sinners, not to 
condemn them, but to invite them to 
the Lord’s banquet—to invite them to 
receive the grace of God just as we 
have.  To tell them of the God who has 
humbled himself in becoming one of 
us and to die for our sake.  To invite 
them to come and be forgiven, healed, 
set free, and washed clean by Jesus.  
That they might have a share with us 
in Jesus in the life of God and of his 
kingdom. 
 
Let us pray: Father, you delight to 
show mercy to sinners and you 
graciously sent your Son to suffer the 
punishment we deserve.  We have 
received your grace and have been 
given new life.  Remind us to set aside 
all thoughts of self-righteousness.  
Give us opportunities now to share 
your mercy and grace with others, 
give us eyes to see those opportunities, 
and a love for sinners that we might 
never let those opportunities pass us 
by.  We ask this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 


