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Good Friday is the pinnacle of the 
Biblical story.  It’s the point to which 
everything was moving.  It’s not that 
it’s the end.  There’s more to come, 
but it was on that first Good Friday 
that the plot was resolved.  I think of 
Peter Jackson’s cinematic version of 
The Lord of the Rings.  People 
complained that in the final movie 
there were too many “fades to black” 
at the end.  I remember being in the 
theatre and people started 
clapping…and then there was another 
scene.  Then it faded to black and 
people clapped…and, again, it still 
wasn’t over.  Sam and Frodo 
destroyed the ring.  Fade to black.  
Sam and Frodo were rescued from the 
eruption of Mt. Doom by the eagles.  
Fade to black.  Sam and Frodo wake 
up in comfortable beds in Minas Tirith 
and are reunited with their friends.  
Fade to black.  Aragorn is crowned 
King and married to Arwen.  Fade to 
black.  Frodo sails across the sea, into 
the West with the last of the elves.  
Fade to black.  Sam returns home to 
his wife and children.  Fade to black.  
Finally, that’s it.  But it was leading up 
to that first fade that the story reached 
its pinnacle.  Sam and Frodo destroyed 
the ring.  All the rest, the reunions and 
the world being set to rights, all that 
followed as the natural result of 
destroying the Dark Lord’s ring and 
breaking his power.  Good Friday is a 
bit like that.  Everything in the biblical 
story points us to the Cross and 
everything that comes after follows as 
the natural result of Jesus having 
finally accomplished his work of re-
creation at the Cross. 
 
No one grasped it that day, but John 
eventually figured it out.  In fact, he 
structures his gospel in part on this 

idea of creation and re-creation.  
Jesus’ last words as he died were, “It 
is finished.”  It’s the same word the 
writer of Genesis uses at the beginning 
of Genesis 2 in the Greek translation 
of the Old Testament when he writes 
that the Lord had finished his work of 
creation.  Brothers and Sisters, the 
Cross of Christ is the great symbol of 
the faithfulness of God.  The Cross 
declares that God will do what he has 
said he will do.  The Cross declares 
that God keeps his promises.  The 
Cross gives us reason to respond in 
faith to a God who is faithful. 
 
In our Gospel last night John lifted up 
the death of Jesus as the ultimate act 
of love.  Judas left the Upper Room to 
betray Jesus.  Once he left the wheels 
were set turning.  There was no going 
back.  Jesus knew it.  Judas left and 
John tells us that the next thing Jesus 
did was to tell his disciples: “Now the 
Son of Man is glorified.”  The Cross is 
the ultimate revelation of God’s glory 
as his promises are fulfilled.  The story 
we read in the Bible, the story going 
back to Genesis is the story of how 
God had called the people of Israel to 
be his agents in overcoming the power 
of evil that had infected the human 
race.  Of course, as we read the story 
we see that it got stuck.  Israel was 
infected with the very same problem 
she was sent to answer.  Israel, like 
everyone else, was mired in rebellion 
and sin.  But out of that problem came 
the promise that God would be 
faithful, God would send his Messiah, 
his King, who would set the story back 
on track, would deal with Israel’s 
failure, and would fulfil God’s 
promise to set his Creation to rights.  
God is faithful.  He does what he says 
he will do. 
 
Even when the story went wrong, we 
see the faithfulness of God throughout.  
At Babel the people showed their 
idolatry and rebellion as they built 
their tower.  God confused their 
languages and frustrated their 
rebellion and then called Abraham to 
be a mediator.  Through him the 
nations would once again know their 
Creator.  Then Israel ended up 

enslaved in Egypt, but God heard their 
cries and sent Moses to Pharaoh to 
demand, “Let my people go!”  
Through Moses, God led his people 
into freedom in the first Passover.  
Israel settled Canaan, but repeatedly 
faltered in her faithfulness and was 
overcome by pagan rulers.  Each time 
God sent a judge to deliver his people 
and not just to deliver, but to call them 
back to faith in their God.  The 
Philistines defeated Israel and killed 
Saul, her first king, but in response 
God raised up David to deliver the 
nation, to establish a kingdom, and to 
promise him a throne forever through 
an heir who would be God’s own Son.  
Then Babylon conquered Israel and 
dragged her off into exile in disgrace 
and shame, but the Lord declared 
through the prophet: “Behold my 
servant”.  The great monsters of 
empire rose up out of the sea and God 
exalted the Son of Man as their judge.  
And now, here in our Good Friday 
Gospel, John shows us Jesus doing 
just what God had promised.  John 
even shows us how, ironically, God is 
sovereign even over Pilate and 
Caiaphas. 
 
In our Gospel today, Rome does what 
it does best.  Pilate mocks Jesus as a 
rebel king and then brutally kills him.  
And yet God stands behind it all.  
Pilate brings Jesus out before the 
people and declares, “Behold your 
King!”  And the priests and elders—
they didn’t want a Messiah to upset 
the status quo—they declare very 
truthfully, even if they didn’t mean it 
that way, “We have no king but 
Caesar!”  The powers of empire, 
Babylon and Egypt and the Philistines 
are all here again and before them 
stands the seed of Abraham, the one 
greater than Moses, the son of David, 
the servant of the Lord.  And Pilate 
declares, “Behold, the man!  Behold, 
your king!” 
 
It’s remarkable when you think about 
it.  Here’s Pilate, a jaded cynic who 
doesn’t even know what truth is, a 
representative of Caesar and his 
empire, and yet he unwittingly 
declares the truth: “Here is your king.”  
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When the priests and elders protest, 
Pilate takes it a step further, “What I 
have written, I have written.”  Caesar, 
his empire, and his brutal underling—
just like the demons Jesus met in his 
ministry—they’re all under the 
authority of God.  There’s no escaping 
his sovereignty, even in rebellion.  The 
great empire is confronted by the God 
who calls empires to account and the 
empire does what empires do: it 
mocks and it kills.  But that empire 
serves our sovereign God’s purpose 
even in its rebellion, because in doing 
so it proves that the God of Abraham 
and of Moses and of David does not 
fight the battle against evil with the 
weapons of the world, but with the 
weapons of love.  Caesar’s victory is 
turned back on him and becomes the 
victory of God. 
 
This is how the Cross can be the 
means of making all things new.  John 
sets it out right at the beginning of his 
Gospel as he parallels the beginning of 
Genesis.  In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth.  
John tells us that in the beginning was 
the Word and that the Word became 
flesh.  That’s the Incarnation and in 
the Incarnation, God and man, heaven 
and earth are joined back together.  
John weaves the themes of creation 
throughout his Gospel and now on 
Friday, the sixth day of the week, the 
day when, in the original creation, 
God created humanity in his image, 
Pilate puts Jesus on display dressed in 
a purple robe and wearing a crown of 
thorns and declares, “Behold the 
man!”  And the people gathered shout 
in response, “Crucify him!”  The true 
image of God appears and the world is 
so dead-set in its rebellion that, rather 
than acknowledge their Creator in 
Jesus, they have to get rid of him.  
They have to crucify the one who 
confronts them with the love of God 
that will stop at nothing to reconcile 
his Creation and his people to himself. 
 
At the end of the sixth day of Creation 
Genesis says that the Lord finished his 
work and here on John’s sixth day 
Jesus declares that it is finished as he 

takes his last breath.  This is why 
Jesus could declare, even as Judas 
went to betray him, that God would be 
glorified. This is how, as John writes 
in 13:1, Jesus loved his people to the 
end.  Again, God is faithful.  What he 
has promised, he will do. 
 
And today we stand at the foot of the 
Cross and we are confronted by all of 
this, by God’s perfect image in Jesus, 
by the one who would make all things 
new in the power of God’s love.  How 
will we respond.  Just as there were all 
those scenes in the Lord of the Rings 
that followed that one big scene that 
brought the great quest to a close, we 
continue to live out the scenes that 
follow as a natural result of the Cross.  
The ramifications of what Jesus has 
done continue to make their way 
through the world like shockwaves 
and now the shockwaves reach us.  
We have our own Caesars today.  
Pilate’s struggle to know the truth—or 
if there was even truth at all—
continues today.  Jesus and his Cross 
continue to challenge everything.  But 
the good news is the same as it always 
has been.  This is God’s story.  It’s the 
story of his faithfulness.  The love of 
God in Jesus, the love of God towards 
sinners, the love of God towards his 
own enemies, the love that triumphed 
by allowing evil to do its worst and 
then rising triumphant that first Easter 
morning, that love that transformed 
Jesus’ disciples, that love that changed 
the heart of someone like Saul of 
Tarsus, that love that eventually 
brought Caesar’s empire to its knees in 
faith, that love of God that sent his 
own Son into the world not to 
condemn, but to redeem, that love is 
working its way through us and 
through our world today.  This is the 
love that shined the most brightly 
when the darkness seemed about to 
overcome it.  Because God is faithful 
it still shines brightly today. 
 
This is the love that confronts us 
today.  We stand at the foot of the 
Cross and here, because of God’s love, 
heaven and earth meet and we see 
Jesus making all things new.  In this 

love we see the faithfulness of God.  
How do we respond?  As we’ve seen 
Paul write in our study of Romans, 
God’s faithfulness demands a response 
of faith from us.  Because he is 
faithful, we can confidently have faith 
in him.  Because of his faithfulness, 
we are free to repent and to turn aside 
from everything that is not Jesus and 
to give him our loyalty and our lives. 
Because of his faithfulness, we can 
take hold of his love and be overcome 
by it so that we embody that same love 
for each other and for the world.  
Because of his faithfulness, we can 
take part ourselves in his new creation.  
Because of his faithfulness, we can be 
light in the darkness. 
 
Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, as we 
kneel at the foot of your cross, help us 
to see and know your love for us, so 
that we may place at your feet all that 
we have and are.  Amen. 


